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Abstract

The state of Gujarat, deeply rooted in the ideology of Mahatma Gandhi, has upheld alcohol
prohibition for decades. While intended to curb alcohol consumption and associated social
issues, the law has instead given rise to a thriving underground liquor economy, systemic
corruption, and economic losses. This research critically analyzes the current state of alcohol
prohibition in Gujarat, its impact on crime, public health, governance, and revenue
generation. By evaluating legal challenges, societal perceptions, and policy alternatives, this
study aims to present a balanced view of prohibition and whether reforms are necessary.
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Introduction

Gujarat remains one of the few Indian states that strictly enforce alcohol prohibition under the
Gujarat Prohibition Act, 1949. Introduced as a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals, the law
aims to preserve moral discipline, prevent alcohol-related crimes, and promote public
health. However, the reality is far from ideal. While the government justifies prohibition as a
moral necessity, critics argue that it has fueled corruption, empowered liquor mafias, and
led to severe economic repercussions. This study delves into the contradictions, struggles,
and evolving realities of alcohol prohibition in Gujarat, offering insights into its effectiveness
and alternatives.

Objectives of the Study

1. To examine the current status and enforcement of Gujarat’s alcohol prohibition
policy.

2. To evaluate the social and economic impact of prohibition on the state.
3. To analyze the rise of illegal liquor trade and its consequences.
4. To assess judicial interventions and constitutional challenges to prohibition.
5. To explore alternative policy models that balance regulation and public welfare.
Main Points of Discussion
1. The Reality of Gujarat’s Alcohol Ban

o Despite strict prohibition laws, alcohol consumption persists through smuggling and
bootlegging networks.
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e Law enforcement is overburdened with prohibition-related cases, often leading to
corruption.

2. The Underground Liquor Market

e Bootleggers operate an unregulated, high-priced alcohol market, making liquor
accessible at exorbitant rates.

o lllegal liquor trade generates billions in untaxed revenue, benefitting criminal
organizations instead of the government.

3. Economic Consequences
e QGujarat loses significant tax revenue, estimated at thousands of crores annually.
o Loss of tourism and hospitality revenue as visitors prefer alcohol-friendly states.

e Additional policing costs strain public funds, diverting resources from more pressing
law enforcement needs.

4. The Social Cost: Health and Crime

e Increase in cases of toxic liquor poisoning, often leading to fatalities.

e Growth of organized crime due to the high-profit margins in bootlegging.

e Alcohol addiction persists, but treatment options remain inaccessible or stigmatized.
5. Legal and Constitutional Challenges

o Several petitions have challenged prohibition laws, citing Right to Privacy (Article
21) and Right to Trade (Article 19).

o Courts have intervened in cases involving unjust detentions and seizure of vehicles
under prohibition laws.

6. The Road to Reform: Alternative Approaches
e Regulated alcohol sales under government supervision to curb illegal trade.
e Special tourism zones where alcohol consumption is allowed to boost revenue.

e Strict licensing models, similar to Kerala’s and Maharashtra’s approaches, ensuring
controlled sales while discouraging excessive consumption.

e Increased public awareness and rehabilitation programs instead of stringent
punishment.

Conclusion: The Call for Change

Gujarat’s alcohol prohibition law, though rooted in noble intentions, has become a double-
edged sword. While it seeks to uphold social values and prevent alcohol-related issues, it
has inadvertently fueled corruption, black-market trade, and economic losses. The state
stands at a critical juncture—whether to persist with prohibition despite its failures or
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explore a more balanced, regulated approach. Without decisive reform, Gujarat risks
continuing a cycle of legal contradictions and social injustices, leaving its people trapped
between an idealistic policy and a harsh reality. The time has come to rethink prohibition—
not as an absolute ban, but as a system that prioritizes public welfare through regulation,
awareness, and responsible governance.
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