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Abstract 

This review explores India's socio-political landscape as depicted in the novels of Aravind 

Adiga, offering a critical analysis of his portrayal of contemporary Indian society. Adiga’s 

works, notably The White Tiger and Last Man in Tower, provide a nuanced lens through 

which to examine the complexities of social stratification, economic disparity, and political 

corruption in modern India. By focusing on marginalized characters and their struggles 

against systemic injustices, Adiga's narratives highlight the stark contrasts between India's 

economic boom and its persistent socio-economic challenges. This review synthesizes the 

themes of class conflict, corruption, and the quest for personal and social justice as presented 

in Adiga's fiction. Through a detailed examination of his novels, the review aims to elucidate 

how Adiga’s storytelling reflects and critiques the broader socio-political dynamics of India, 

contributing to a deeper understanding of the nation's current socio-political climate. 

Introduction 

Aravind Adiga's novels provide a compelling and incisive exploration of India's socio-

political landscape, reflecting the complexities and contradictions inherent in contemporary 

Indian society. Through works such as The White Tiger and Last Man in Tower, Adiga offers 

a critical perspective on the nation's socio-economic disparities and political realities. His 

narratives are deeply rooted in the realities of modern India, where rapid economic growth 

stands in stark contrast to entrenched social hierarchies and pervasive corruption. In The 

White Tiger, Adiga portrays the stark divide between the burgeoning elite and the 

impoverished masses, using the protagonist’s rise from poverty to wealth as a lens to critique 

the systemic injustices and moral ambiguities of Indian society. Similarly, Last Man in Tower 

delves into the intricacies of urban development and the conflicts arising from the clash 

between individual aspirations and collective interests. Adiga’s novels are not merely 

fictional accounts but are reflective of real socio-political issues, such as the impact of 

globalization on traditional values, the role of corruption in governance, and the struggles of 

the underprivileged. By weaving together personal narratives with broader socio-political 

themes, Adiga offers a powerful commentary on the state of Indian democracy and the 

persistent inequalities that challenge its progress. This introduction sets the stage for an in-

depth analysis of how Adiga's storytelling provides a mirror to India’s socio-political 

landscape, revealing the tensions and transformations shaping the nation today. 

 

 



IJFANS INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF FOOD AND NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES 

ISSN PRINT 2319 1775 Online 2320 7876 

Research Paper   © 2012 IJFANS. All Rights Reserved, UGC CARE Listed ( Group -I) Journal Volume 11, Iss 13, 2022 

2918 

 

Need of the Study 

The need for this study arises from the pressing necessity to understand and address the 

socio-political issues that continue to shape contemporary India. Aravind Adiga's novels offer 

a unique lens through which these issues are explored, reflecting the lived experiences of 

individuals caught in the intersection of economic disparity and political corruption. As India 

undergoes rapid modernization and economic growth, the gap between the affluent and the 

impoverished widens, exacerbating social tensions and political disillusionment. Adiga's 

works illuminate these disparities and provide a critical examination of the systemic 

challenges faced by marginalized communities. By studying his novels, this research seeks to 

bridge the gap between literary representation and real-world socio-political dynamics, 

offering insights into how literature can contribute to understanding and addressing societal 

issues. Furthermore, this study will provide valuable perspectives on the impact of 

globalization and urban development on traditional social structures, as depicted in Adiga's 

fiction. The insights gained from this analysis are crucial for policymakers, scholars, and 

activists aiming to foster a more equitable and just society. Thus, examining Adiga's portrayal 

of India's socio-political landscape is essential for a comprehensive understanding of the 

country's ongoing challenges and transformations. 

Significance of the Study      

The significance of this study on India's socio-political landscape through the lens of Aravind 

Adiga's novels lies in its potential to illuminate the complex realities of contemporary Indian 

society. Adiga's works, such as "The White Tiger," "Last Man in Tower," and "Selection 

Day," provide a unique narrative framework that explores themes of social inequality, 

economic disparity, corruption, and the struggles for power and survival. By analyzing these 

novels, this study sheds light on the broader socio-political conditions in India, offering 

insights into how economic liberalization and globalization impact various social strata. 

This study is significant because it uses literature as a lens to critically examine the 

underlying social dynamics that shape modern India. Through Adiga’s characters and their 

experiences, the study explores how individuals from different backgrounds navigate 

systemic challenges and pursue their aspirations amidst widespread social injustice and 

economic exploitation. the study contributes to the discourse on the role of literature in 

reflecting and critiquing societal issues, highlighting how fiction can serve as a powerful tool 

for social commentary and awareness. 

Literature Review  

Davies, D. (2016). "Occupying Literary and Urban Space" explores the dynamic interplay 

between literature and the urban environment, examining how literary works reflect, shape, 

and transform our understanding of cities. In literary texts, urban spaces often serve as more 

than just settings; they are active participants in the narrative, influencing characters' actions, 

emotions, and experiences. These spaces can be depicted as sites of conflict, community, 

isolation, or opportunity, reflecting the complexities of urban life. Through literature, writers 

occupy and reconstruct urban spaces, offering new perspectives on social, cultural, and 

political dynamics within cities. literature can act as a form of urban intervention, critiquing 
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and reimagining urban development and public spaces. It allows readers to engage with cities 

imaginatively, exploring places they might never physically visit or viewing familiar 

environments in new ways. This literary occupation challenges conventional notions of space 

and ownership, highlighting issues like gentrification, displacement, and socio-economic 

divides. By doing so, literature not only captures the essence of urban life but also influences 

it, shaping public discourse and fostering a deeper understanding of the lived realities of 

urban inhabitants. Thus, occupying literary and urban space becomes a powerful tool for 

examining and reconfiguring the fabric of urban existence, bridging the gap between 

imagination and reality. 

Anjaria, U. (2015). "Realist Hieroglyphics: Aravind Adiga and the New Social Novel" 

examines how Aravind Adiga, through his writings, revitalizes the social novel genre by 

employing a realist style that uncovers the complexities of contemporary Indian society. 

Adiga's novels, particularly "The White Tiger," use a narrative approach that combines sharp 

realism with a symbolic depth, which can be likened to 'hieroglyphics'—signs and symbols 

that offer deeper meanings beneath their surface. His work portrays the stark socio-economic 

disparities, corruption, and moral ambiguities of modern India, presenting a gritty realism 

that challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about the world around them.Adiga’s 

narrative technique intertwines detailed social commentary with the personal struggles of his 

characters, effectively illuminating the broader socio-political landscape through individual 

stories. This method aligns with the tradition of the social novel, which seeks to highlight 

societal issues and provoke reflection and discourse. Adiga’s approach is distinct in its vivid 

portrayal of India's underbelly, blending a journalistic eye for detail with a novelist’s insight 

into human psychology and societal dynamics. By crafting narratives that are both accessible 

and layered with symbolic meaning, Adiga redefines the social novel for a contemporary 

audience, turning it into a powerful medium for critiquing modern social realities and 

inequalities. 

Nandi, S. (2012). "Narrating the New India" explores the ways contemporary Indian writers 

depict the rapid socio-economic transformations and evolving cultural landscape of modern 

India. As India undergoes significant changes driven by globalization, urbanization, and 

technological advancements, these narratives capture the diverse and often conflicting 

experiences of its people. Writers like Aravind Adiga, Jhumpa Lahiri, and Chetan Bhagat 

offer varied perspectives on the aspirations, challenges, and contradictions that define the 

new Indian experience. Through their stories, they explore themes such as the rise of the 

middle class, the rural-urban divide, and the complexities of identity in a globalized world. 

These narratives often grapple with the tension between tradition and modernity, highlighting 

the struggles of individuals caught between the desire for progress and the weight of cultural 

heritage. The stories also delve into issues of inequality, corruption, and social justice, 

reflecting the darker aspects of India's transformation. By presenting a multi-layered view of 

contemporary India, these writers provide readers with a nuanced understanding of the 

country’s changing realities. "Narrating the New India" thus becomes a crucial endeavor in 

capturing the hopes, dreams, and discontents of a nation in flux, offering insights into the 

evolving social fabric and the emerging challenges of this rapidly transforming society. 
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Glady, S. (2013). "Shifting Indian Identities in Aravind Adiga's Work: The March from 

Individual to Communal Power" delves into the evolving portrayal of Indian identities in 

Adiga's novels, highlighting a transition from personal struggles to collective movements. 

Adiga’s works, particularly "The White Tiger" and "Last Man in Tower," explore the 

complexities of contemporary Indian society, where characters often begin their journeys 

driven by individual aspirations and personal survival. In "The White Tiger," the protagonist 

Balram Halwai represents a quest for personal empowerment in a system steeped in 

corruption and inequality. His rise from a lowly driver to a successful entrepreneur 

underscores a fierce desire to break free from societal constraints, driven by individual 

ambition. as Adiga’s narratives progress, there is a noticeable shift towards themes of 

communal consciousness and collective resistance. In "Last Man in Tower," the focus turns 

to a group of residents resisting a powerful developer, illustrating a collective stand against 

economic and social exploitation. This shift reflects a broader commentary on the importance 

of communal power and solidarity in confronting systemic oppression and advocating for 

social justice. Adiga’s exploration of shifting identities thus mirrors India's changing socio-

political landscape, where the quest for individual success gradually gives way to a 

recognition of the power and necessity of collective action in shaping a more equitable 

society. 

Sudershan, S. (2019). "Dots in the Hinterland and Other Places: Neoliberalism, the State, 

and the Small-Town in Three Contemporary Indian Novels" examines how modern Indian 

literature reflects the impact of neoliberal policies and state dynamics on small-town India. 

This study focuses on three contemporary novels that illustrate the profound social, 

economic, and cultural shifts occurring in India's hinterlands due to neoliberal reforms. These 

novels portray small towns as critical spaces where global economic forces intersect with 

local traditions, leading to a complex negotiation of identities and aspirations. The characters 

in these novels often grapple with the promises and perils of economic liberalization—
experiencing both new opportunities for upward mobility and the erosion of traditional ways 

of life. Neoliberalism's influence is depicted in the transformation of small towns into sites of 

rapid change and disruption. The novels critique the state's role in facilitating neoliberal 

agendas, often at the cost of marginalized communities. They explore themes like the loss of 

agricultural livelihoods, the rise of consumer culture, and the growing inequality between 

urban and rural areas. Through vivid storytelling, these works capture the contradictions of 

neoliberalism in India: while some characters thrive in this new order, others face 

displacement and disenfranchisement. The novels thus provide a nuanced critique of 

neoliberalism's uneven impact on India's small towns, highlighting both the possibilities and 

the profound disruptions brought about by these global economic shifts. 

Shoobie, M. A. (2016). "Cosmopolitanism in Indian English Fiction" explores how 

contemporary Indian authors articulate the concept of cosmopolitanism, reflecting the 

complexities of global interconnectedness and cultural diversity in their narratives. Indian 

English fiction, through the works of authors like Salman Rushdie, Amitav Ghosh, and 

Arundhati Roy, often portrays characters who navigate multiple cultural identities, crossing 

geographical, social, and linguistic boundaries. These narratives present India as a site of both 

convergence and conflict, where diverse traditions coexist with modern, global influences. 
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The characters in these novels embody a cosmopolitan outlook, blending local and global 

sensibilities as they engage with issues like migration, multiculturalism, and transnationalism. 

These works often challenge traditional notions of identity, embracing fluidity and hybridity 

in a globalized world. They reflect on how individuals and communities redefine themselves 

amidst global cultural flows, economic exchanges, and social transformations. 

Cosmopolitanism in Indian English fiction is also critically examined through its tensions and 

contradictions—highlighting both the liberating possibilities of a global worldview and the 

persistent inequalities that such a perspective can overlook. By portraying diverse 

experiences of belonging and otherness, these novels contribute to a broader understanding of 

cosmopolitanism, questioning who gets to be a cosmopolitan and how this identity is shaped 

by historical, political, and economic contexts in contemporary India. 

Pandey, A., & Pandey, A. (2016). In The White Tiger, Aravind Adiga explores themes of 

liberty, linguistic ambition, and societal loathing through the lens of outsourcing and the 

English language. The novel’s protagonist, Balram Halwai, provides a stark commentary on 

the socio-economic divides in contemporary India, using his journey from a poor village to a 

successful entrepreneur to illustrate the complexities of class and mobility. Adiga deftly 

employs the English language as a symbol of aspiration and power, contrasting it with the 

vernacular languages of the lower classes. Balram’s use of English signifies his quest for 

social mobility and the liberation it promises, highlighting the role of language as a tool for 

navigating and subverting class hierarchies. However, this linguistic ambition also brings 

with it a sense of alienation and self-loathing, as Balram grapples with his identity and the 

cultural dislocation that accompanies his rise. Adiga portrays the English language as both a 

coveted asset and a source of internal conflict, reflecting broader societal attitudes towards 

linguistic proficiency and its association with privilege and status. Through this lens, Adiga 

critiques the outsourcing of socio-economic roles and the fetishization of English, revealing 

the deep-seated tensions between aspiration and authenticity in modern India. 

WILSON, J. M. (2019). Aravind Adiga’s contributions to contemporary Indian English 

fiction offer a profound reflection on modern Indian society, weaving together personal 

experiences and broader socio-political themes. His works, including The White Tiger, 

Between the Assassinations, and Last Man in Tower, provide a critical lens through which to 

view India’s evolving socio-economic landscape. Adiga's narratives often center on 

characters grappling with the complexities of class, corruption, and identity, drawing from 

the real-life struggles of India’s marginalized communities. In The White Tiger, Adiga’s 

portrayal of Balram Halwai’s rise from poverty to wealth reflects the harsh realities of social 

stratification and the moral ambiguities of ambition. The novel’s use of a first-person 

narrative allows readers to engage deeply with Balram’s internal conflicts and his critique of 

India’s class system. Similarly, Between the Assassinations and Last Man in Tower explore 

the impact of political and economic instability on ordinary lives, capturing the nuanced 

experiences of individuals caught between aspiration and disenchantment. Adiga’s work is 

emblematic of a broader trend in Indian English fiction, where personal stories intersect with 

critical examinations of societal issues. Through his vivid storytelling and incisive social 

commentary, Adiga offers readers a mirror into contemporary India, reflecting both its 

vibrant aspirations and its deep-seated challenges. 
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Haley, J. A. (2016). The politics surrounding the Man Booker Prize can significantly impact 

the reception and interpretation of literary works, as exemplified by Aravind Adiga’s The 

White Tiger and Amitav Ghosh’s Sea of Poppies. The White Tiger, which won the Man 

Booker Prize in 2008, is a critical examination of India’s class system and socio-economic 

inequalities. Its success reflects a broader interest in narratives that challenge prevailing 

perspectives on global issues. The prize’s endorsement of Adiga’s novel underscores its 

resonance with contemporary discussions about class and corruption in emerging economies. 

Amitav Ghosh’s Sea of Poppies, shortlisted in 2008, offers a historical perspective on 

colonial India and the opium trade. While not winning, its inclusion highlights the prize’s role 

in acknowledging diverse voices and historical contexts within Indian literature. Both novels 

illustrate how the Man Booker Prize can elevate works that engage with complex socio-

political themes, shaping global literary discourse and influencing perceptions of South Asian 

literature. The prize’s politics thus play a crucial role in determining which narratives gain 

international prominence. 

Research Problem   

The research problem addressed in this study revolves around understanding India's complex 

socio-political landscape through the narratives presented in Aravind Adiga's novels. As 

India continues to undergo rapid economic and social transformation, driven by globalization, 

urbanization, and neoliberal economic policies, there is a pressing need to explore how these 

changes impact different sections of society. Adiga's novels provide a critical lens to examine 

these transformations, capturing the stark realities of inequality, corruption, and class 

struggles that often go unnoticed in mainstream discourse. 

The study aims to investigate how Adiga’s works, particularly "The White Tiger," "Last Man 

in Tower," and "Selection Day," portray the lives of marginalized individuals and 

communities navigating a rapidly evolving socio-political environment. By focusing on the 

personal stories of his characters, Adiga reveals the systemic barriers and moral compromises 

that define their quest for survival and success in a highly stratified society. 

The research problem also encompasses the need to understand how literature reflects and 

critiques societal conditions, questioning the moral and ethical dimensions of India's 

development narrative. The study seeks to analyze how Adiga's novels serve as a social 

commentary, highlighting the underlying tensions and contradictions within contemporary 

Indian society, and what this implies for our broader understanding of socio-political issues in 

India today. 

Conclusion 

Aravind Adiga's novels offer a profound and critical examination of India's socio-political 

landscape, vividly capturing the intricate realities of a nation in transition. Through his 

compelling narratives, Adiga exposes the stark contrasts between India’s burgeoning 

economic power and the persistent socio-economic inequalities that plague its society. His 

portrayal of characters struggling against systemic corruption and social injustice serves as a 

poignant reflection of the broader socio-political issues confronting the country. By delving 

into themes of class struggle, moral ambiguity, and the impact of rapid urbanization, Adiga 
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not only engages readers with compelling stories but also provokes thoughtful consideration 

of India's developmental trajectory. This review underscores how Adiga’s fiction acts as a 

mirror to the socio-political challenges faced by contemporary India, offering valuable 

insights into the complexities of globalization, economic disparity, and governance. The 

critical perspectives presented through his novels highlight the need for ongoing dialogue and 

reform to address the pressing issues of inequality and corruption. Ultimately, Adiga’s work 

enriches the discourse on India’s socio-political landscape, providing both a literary and 

sociological framework for understanding the multifaceted nature of the nation’s current state 

and future direction. 
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