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Abstract

Bharati Mukherjee is an Indian born American diasporic writer. She has given new
trend to Indian writing in English. She describes about the problems of women particularly as
immigrants. Search for the self- identification is the important issue of her heroines. This paper
examines the novel The Tree Bride by Bharati Mukherjee. The main focus of this study is to
observe the hunt of the protagonists for his or her self-identity and also retrieving their past
roots. The portrayal of women characters with the help of Bharati Mukherjee has a tinge of war
of balancing between beyond cultural moorings and to continue to exist inside the new alien
United States of America. The Tree Bride (2004), is a sequel to Mukherjee’s novel Desirable
Daughters. Tara Chatterjee is the main protagonist again in this novel. She is satisfied with her
husband and she is pregnant. She talks approximately her households past and narrates the tale
of her tremendous —super aunt and namesake Tara Lata, and at five married to a tree due to the
fact her fiancée died. Tara Lata conspired to win Bengal’s independence from England. The
narrator discovers how Tara Lata died in prison. In this novel, Bharati Mukherjee makes a
speciality of the identity that the Indian women have in their bloods.

Keywords: Quest for identity, re-establish, tree bride, Home-coming, Searching roots, etc.

Tara Chatterjee is a very significant character in the novel. Desirable Daughters ends
with the terrorists’ bomb assault on Tara's house, and then Bish is burnt badly and is crippled.
Tara and Rabi continue to exist, the main target of this attack is supposed to be Bish. He has
many enterprise competitors because of a hit communication era enterprise. Tara reconciles
with Bish who is currently her ex-husband to whom she is divorced. On this section of misery,
she wants to unearth the mystery of her ancestor.

Tara Chatterjee is the primary protagonist in this novel who is glad together with her
husband and she is expecting a child. Mukherjee explains in her essay “A-Four- Hundred-Year-
Old Woman”, “I was born into a religion that placed me, a Brahmin, at the pinnacle of its
hierarchy even as condemning me, as a woman, to a function of subservience” (P 24).She talks
about her households beyond and narrates the story of her superb —terrific aunt Tara Lata, and
at the age of five married to a tree because her fiancée died. Tara Lata conspired to win Bengal’s
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independence from England. The narrator discovers how Tara Lata died in jail, she even reveals
the proof of British policies. The pioneer Tara accesses The Tree Bride’s story, through family
papers furnished through Tara’s gynaecologist Victoria Khanna, whose grandfather’s direction
crossed that of Tara’s ancestor the Tree Bride.

In the European countries the groups of migrants are called “minority” and “cultural
minority” and are considered as a part of “Pluralism”, “cultural-Pluralism” and “multi
culturalism.” When a group is socially marginal in comparison to the majority host culture, it
is called a “minority group.” The term ethnic has been placed as prefix before the name of the
community such as ethnic Indians, ethnic trucks and so on. In literature, Ethnicity works as an
identity phenomenon meaning the search for self. It defines social boundary of the ethnic
groups and develops a strategy of acquiring the resources one needs to survive. The diasporic
force which emerges from identity formation becomes ethnicity. Ethnicity becomes an
important concern as one shift one’s location and becomes a member of minority community
in an alien land.

In the novels of Bharati Mukherjee all the female protagonists suffer from the politics
of ethnicity and identity. In her novels she describes an immigrant woman is at once made
conscious of her difference in term of colour, race, and gender. A life cycle model of ethnic
conflict is also analysing various stages of ethnic conflict with state should be handled on the
priority basis. If state fails to resolve conflict the reformation of nationality of a particular ethnic
group creates serious unrest and threat to the process of nation building.

Mukherjee brings out the Indianness the very root of our identification. These papers
from my grandfather have been travelling for nearly a century, across the world, and they’ve
settled on me like a forty-year pregnancy. If you don’t take away today ,,I swear I’ll burn them.
I have a feeling that you might be the perfect person for them, Mrs. Chatterjee (75,26).
Victoria’s grandfather became Virgil Treadwell, a district commissioner inside the Indian Civil
provider. she has saved her grandfather’s personal papers to offer them to Tara. Until then,
Tara had been accumulating information about The Tree Bride and her ancestral village
Mishtigunj, in general from family resources and vintage books and ledgers; however,
Treadwell’s papers prove to be a gold mine. They form the spine of this story, which exhibits

the outcomes of colonialism and its aftermath. Mrs. Khanna very gladly hands over the letters
to Tara as she was getting to know her Indian root. Tara has started writing books and he or
she is working on the tale of her ancestor, her namesake, the Tree Bride, Tara Lata. She probes
into her very own roots in India through the history of Tara Lata. I had been writing a book
about my sisters, Padma and Parvati, and our growing up in Kolkata, and then I’d started on
something new and strange. This was about a distant relative we called the Tree Bride, my
great-great-aunt, a point of light from the

remotest, darkest galaxy of my life (7B 22).

Tara wants to write something new and abnormal. She writes about her fantastic-superb
aunt Tara Lata Gangooly the Tree Bride. She connects to a remote beyond memory, which is
a source of light for Tara. She starts her root search through the story of looking The Tree
Bride. Myths, folklore, religion are coming in the narratives of Tara’s migratory displacement

org s 4185
WELIEANS




Ijfans International Journal of Food and Nutritional Sciences

ISSNPRINT 23191775 Online 23207876
ResearchPaper©20121JFANS.AlIRightsReserved 3{0115 1611 8{€{6{@F:¥ 230 BT £ (€511 013 OAY0) Uil T30 0 O YV C UK D XY oip ] 10y

and trips. The Tree Bride is Tara Lata Gangooly, an East Bengali lady who became married to
a tree after the surprising death of her bridegroom because of snake bite. Her father married
her to a 'sundari' tree to defend her from the curse of widowhood.

Bharati Mukherjee’s deals with experience of migration and acculturation in the
modern multi-culturalism world but she avoids social, political and cultural criticism. She
wrote many novels, short stories, essays, travel literature, journalism, and she was expert in the
handle in past colonial Anglophone fiction, Asian American culture, immigration history. She
focuses on the subject of reformation and national hood in the multiculturalism vs
mongrelisation. An essential theme of the novels of Bharati Mukherjee is racism as an
important feature in Oriental and Occidental Culture. The novel is the social analysis, where
the socio-political condition of the both East and West are considered as the chief subject.
Indian diaspora is the third largest diaspora and it was very famous in Indian literature.

The title characters of that novel are three sisters born into a family of Bengali Hindu
Brahmins living in Calcutta. Like Mukherjee ’s sisters, one of the young women in the novel
becomes a traditional Indian Wife, while another moves to the United States and assumes the
life of a thoroughly Westernized professional woman. The third sister, Tara Bhattacharjee, who
alone of the three has the habit of reflective thought, becomes a writer. More than either of her
sisters, Tara is torn between her place in the present and her ties to the past. Ironically, it is
Tara, the real intellectual, whose marriage is arranged by her parents in keeping with ancient
tradition.Tara is impressed by the brilliant Bishwapriya(“Bish”) Chatterjee, a Silon Velley
multimillionaire. She realizes that she could hardly do better.

In upper-class American society, Tara discovers that the behaviour of a wife and mother
is government by conventions as rigid as those she left behind. Eventually she obtains a divorce
from Bish, taking their son, Rabindranath, or Rabi, with her. Living in the height section of
San Francisco with a Zen Buddhist carpenter, she thinks that at last she has attained her
freedom, thought in fact her new life is also something of a stereotype. Bharati Mukherjee is
one of the most famous female writers in literary field. Mukherjee’s The tree Bride is a most
remarkable work in her literary career. She presents the novel The Tree Bride as a sequel
serious of the serious of the novel Desirable Daughters. Mukherjee explains the sufferings of
women in society as well as in the family too. The researcher concentrates the problem of
culture and self-identity in The Tree Bride.

Mukherjee beautifully explains how the people who are migrated in to the alien nation
and their suffering in according to culture and also identity crisis. Mukherjee explains her how
female characters face the problem of living in a dual world both physically and emotionally.
Both the novels Desirable Daughters and The Tree Bride are autobiographical novels of
Mukherjee. Culture and identity, as both being social constructs, understanding the difference
between culture and identity can be a problem for some. When speaking of society, people
often use the term culture. This refers to the lifestyles that people embrace in becoming a part
of a society. In this sense, culture is a social construct. Identity is also a social construct where
the identification of people or else the manner in which they groom who they are is also
influenced by the cultural attributes. Culture encompasses everything in a society and makes a
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profound impact on the individual’s identity. This occurs in both the case of individual and
group identity where the formulation of identity is very much fuelled by the role of culture in
a society.

This article attempts to provide a descriptive image of the two concepts while
highlighting the differences. When paying attention to culture, it can be stated that this is a
term, which carries a profound meaning. Simply, it encompasses everything that makes up the
lifestyles of a society. This includes traditions, values, norms, food, religion, attire, clothing,
etc. this highlights that culture is a very broad concept. In other words, culture is about the
making of a man or an individual. Each society has a culture of its own that is transmitted from
one generation to another, through socialization. From the birth itself, people are socialized to
be a part of a culture, which is further reinforced through not only the informal institutions at
play, but also the formal ones. There are different varieties to culture. Some of these are the
dominant culture, sub culture, global culture, and popular culture. Culture influences the
individuals of society in the creation and growth of identity. This concept of identity can be
defined as the manner in which the researcher defines that. A person’s identity is created due
to both personal factors as well as external factors. The influence of culture through the process
of socialization powers this development. Each one has different identities. This can be mainly
categorized as personal identity and group identity.

Personal identity refers to how one defines our self as an individual. Group identity, on
the other hand, allows to define in relation to others. The various ethnicities, nationalities,
religions, gender, class, caste are some of the categories under which are formulates our group
identity. Identities not only promote a sense of belonging, which is essential for humans as
social beings, but allow people to fit into a group and be identified as part of it. The cultural
space that is created is crisscrossed by a series of dislocations, dissensions, and the location
becomes a transcription and translation of the ordinary into a new ambivalent identity.

Bharati Mukherjee with her peculiar sensibility for the cross-cultural crisis in the era of
globalization endeavoured to dive deep into such slippage and splitting and the distorted psyche
of those immigrants who had been surviving in the conflict of traditional Indian values, inherent
in their personality. The uprooted immigrants and their fascination for Western mode of living
that they had chosen out of their professional compulsions or for their urge to achieve a greater

freedom 1n liberal and dynamic society of America is also an area of Mukherjee’s interest. A
notable recurrent feature of Mukherjee’s novels is that they tend to depict fundamentally
problematical new immigrant women who as immigrant subaltern are forced to undergo a
series of transformations before they can become fully-fledged, self-confident and self-aware
members of American society in negotiating the fixed and static borders. The status of women
in India has been subject to many great changes over the past few millennia. From equal status
with men in ancient times, through the low points of the medieval period to the promotion of
equal rights by many reformers, the history of women in India grammarians such as Patanjali
and Katyayani suggest that women played a pivotal role in the Vedic culture and were given
an opportunity to reach their real potential in life. Unfortunately, the position of women
deteriorated during the medieval period due to the outside influences that had crept in because
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of the foreign invaders either militarily or culturally. Since then, women have often been
victims of male oppression and treated like beasts of burden. This paper examines the culture
and structure of identities with specific connection with women’s diaspora in modern era.

This paper focuses the novel The Tree Bride (2004) by Asian-American writer Bharati
Mukherjee. This novel presents true cultural manifestations of transnational displacements and
identity process. Concepts of transnationalism, diasporic and hybrid identities have remained
in focus during this study. Theories of Homi K. Bhabha, Stuart Hall, and Inderpal Grewal
support this study in analysis and findings. Concepts presented by Luce Irigaray and Judith
Butler support the trajectories of empowerment, agency and performativity with both non-
feminist and feminist perspectives. The paper discusses the structure of transnationalism and
diasporic identities. The central findings after the analysis support the perception that, Bharati
Mukherjee presents and problematizes the issues and subjects related to south Asian diaspora
and identity formation of women in the selected novels.

Diasporic element is very strong with cultural properties in relation to the India/U.S.
movement. This study creates a critical awareness and understanding about women’s subject
in relation with diasporic process. As little woman, Tara, had played with Sameena, the cook
dinner's daughter changed into now her servant. Tara's father with his newfound orthodoxy had
banished Sameena's father from the Brahmin’s kitchen. Tara Lata had taught her to read and
write the oppressor's tongue in addition to their own. Sameena then was aware of the evil
British Raj and in this manner only a few little girls in India had ever been so well prepared to
face the future.

After her marriage, Tara Lata turns into the legendary Tree Bride. She now not the
simplest Tara but she also evolved the characteristics of a tree. She stayed rooted in her father's

residence for all her lifestyles. She committed her entire lifestyles to the provider of negative

and actively participated within the freedom battle of India. Her lifestyles modified while she
turned into fifty-four years old and for the primary time even found human love. Because she
became a virtuous married girl; or widow, no man in Misthtigunj had dared to treat her as or
even recollect her as a possible object of choice. All people respected her and she becomes
usually approached with reverence. She turned into the Virgin of Mist Mahal, trainer of
literacy, distributor of grains and fought for Indian freedom and communal harmony.

Tara Lata’s house turned into open to all. She had many visitors from abroad
additionally. She was familiarly referred to as Tara-Ma. She had also donated her gold to
Gandhi's salt march, with this reverence turned to honour. Years later within the eyes of many,
she had come to be a goddess, frayed to by means of single lady desiring husbands and by
better halves searching for sons. In the end, she changed into arrested by means of the British
government and turned into declared lifeless in police custody. They want Tree Bride to be

dead, and her body to be vanished. Dust to dust, or mud to mud, under controlled
circumstances. They tossed my Body over the prison wall into the sewage ditch. Hovered above
my corpse. It lay submerged in filth. Vultures ripped chunks off with their beaks. Starving dogs
chewed my bones. I had no body but I felt the pain, and the shame(7B 281).
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The British Raj turned into very cruel and that they had hanged Tara Ma inside the
prison. After her death they tossed her body over the prison wall into the sewage ditch. Her
body changed into submerged in filth; vultures ripped chunks off with their beaks. Starving
dogs chewed her bones. After her demise, her house becomes exceeded to Begum Sameena
Chowdhury, widow of the past due Dr. Hajji Shafiqg Mohammed Chowdhury. She changed into
the mom of the Gul Mohammed Chowdhury. Sameena’s fantastic-grandson becomes Abbas
Sattar Hai.

Tara Chatterjee had met Abbas Sattar Hai, the criminal who had blasted her house in San
Francisco. The reason in the back of the blast become to remove all siblings of Tara Lata
Gangooly because the house the Mist Mahal became occupied with the aid of the ninety- seven-
year widow, Sameena Chowdhury, and the households of her son and grandson, their other
halves and youngsters and assorted different family. Despite the fact that they have no will or
invoice of sale had ever been provided, it became thought that the original proprietors, is the
Gangoolys. The current Tara Chatterjee feels that the Tree Bride regularly haunts her in the
rented residence on Beulah Road; she also feels her presence and hears her pressing

whispers:
e [ am trapped in your world of Mortals, she pleads. Perform the rites. Set me free, Tara.
e [ have waited half a century to be liberated. Your son is there, he can perform my rites.

e Please! He can send me on my way to the Abode of Ancestors. I am ready for the Journey.
(TB, 279).

All that Tree Bride was pleaded for her soul's inauguration. Bish and Tara determine to
present Tree Bride her closing right. They just wanted to unfasten the tormented spirit of Tree
Bride. First, the concept of doing the rite in San Francisco itself however it became now not
just the passing of a cherished one on alien soil. Bish and Tara were aliens there. Without a
doubt the Tree Bride might not allow burial out of doors of India due to the fact they were
seeking to bury a section of history itself. They decide to go to Kashi for the cremation of the
Tree Bride. The Ganga River in Varanasi flows from south to north, far away from the domain
of demise toward the world of rebirth. But the truth that she comes to phrases together with her
new identity after her diasporic experience proves that the circumstance of diaspora can be
visible in a tremendous mild. Also, ending her diasporic journey in India proves the
inevitability of the past. This gives Tara the hazard to discover new aspects of identity that she
changed into now not privy to. In different phrases, her diasporic revel in allows her to “modify
and reconstruct” her world (Sharma 61).

Bish and Tara get married once more for doing this cremation of the tree bride. In Kashi,
as there was no corpse of the Tree Bride, they organized for the raffia determine for the
cremation. Timber bearers had erected the pyre. The logs and kindling’s have been sopping
wet with oils and ghee. Prayers have been chanted, the raffia frames of the Tree Bride become
positioned on the pyre, ghee drizzled on it and all of the relighting rites had been finished. Rabi
becomes proud to do it, as he turned into the most effective residing male blood relative gift,
the Tree Bride being a mom's aspect connection. The raffia sizzles as extra ghee is introduced
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and within the hiss of the burning raffia and timber Tara Chatterjee hears a whispered
exclamation 'Ram! Ram!".

The Tree Bride is essentially her try and find out her past so as to relate it with the bomb
assault on her house. She tries to attach the disastrous attack in the USA to her beyond roots in
India. The emphasis here could be directly to the subject matter of diasporic worries which
Mukherjee displays in other characters who're British immigrant in India and the way they

have absolutely assimilated into the Indian way of life. The Tree Bride is a narration of colonial
rule over India and additionally India's freedom from colonial rule. It additionally narrates
many parallel stories and histories of diasporic folks that are from extraordinary lifestyle,
religion, and nationality. Mukherjee describes her all heroines go through a change in their
character; they are no longer what we recognize them to be within the beginning of the novel,
we are genuinely amazed what they've grew to become themselves into while the radical ends.
Humans can internally transform at handiest when they may be no longer quite glad with their
identity, in a few corners in their coronary heart they yearn for exchange. This dissatisfaction
results in a quest for identification in aims and interestingly adventurous people for his or her
actual self and eventually, to a confirmation in their newly located identification. Awareness
of one’s self-identity is an experience of being powerful. Her protagonists show that sort of
empowerment in themselves ones they realized themselves completely. Tara’s attempt to
reconcile a part of her tied to her Indian historical past along with her life as an assimilated
American.

In the novel The Tree Bride, Bharati Mukherjee explores that history can alternate a
person's lifestyles. Freedom method to start a brand-new lifestyle. She specializes in the reality
our past histories are intertwined and intersect with our gift. The diasporic situation creates
wealthy opportunities for comprehending numerous histories. Dislocation effects in changing
identities, cultures and traditions. Tara moves from home to home, constantly attempting to
redefine the limits of domestic, identification, and network.

Tara wants to reconstruct her own identification. Yet this tale shows that one’s
homeland does shape one’s identification, that identification overall performance can handiest
be enacted in the boundaries of an assigned space. Bharathi Mukherjee’s novel is The Tree
Bride has the links between the beyond incidents with the existing happenings of Tara’s
existence of Desirable Daughters. The search to find out the identity of her stalker results in
numerous revelations. The plot of The Tree Bride describes the strength of women and also
shows the colonial India of the pre-independence times.
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