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Abstract 

This paper gives a clear picture of the issues faced by the students while learning Foreign 

language. Students will not take much time to learn their native language when compares 

with non-native language. They are not in a situation to comprehend the difference between 

this Native and Non-Native languages. There are many reasons to discuss the influence of 

native language on students in learning second language. In those the first and foremost one 

is translating language from native to non-native. Students from primary to graduation will do 

the same to learn this language. They are in that impression that this is the only way to learn 

Foreign language. When we take this Foreign language as target language it is important to a 

learner to learn this language in an effective way. There are different methods help a learner 

to learn his/her target language. In this paper will discuss these methods in a detailed way.  

Students who’s medium is their mother tongue they will face many problems in learning this 

target language. It is very important to learn this language to a student to enter into this 

competitive world. One of the reasons for this is, a student cannot face an interview in his/her 

mother tongue. Enhancing employability skills are also very important in their professional 

environment. Vocabulary also plays an important role here. Increasing proficiency in his/her 

target language is also very important for this, he/she should inculcate a phenomenon of 

adopting second language learning process. Proficiency on first language is also helps a 

student to know better about the second language.  

 

Key Words: Native language, Target Language, Foreign Language, Vocabulary, Medium, 

Proficiency.  
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Introduction 

It is a known thing that English is an international language and every student will have a 

zeal to learn this language. Either to compete with others or to learn to improve their 

proficiency. Actually, it is considered as the most commonly used language in all subjects. 

Most of the students will be in the impression that it is a Native language but, actual fact is 

that it is a non-native language. We are non-native speakers of this English. Language acts as 

a medium it is like a bridge between two or more in the process of communication. If a 

person wants to be an effective communicator, he/she should focus on language first. Both 

Vocabulary and Grammar plays a major role in learning this language. It is important to a 

student to comprehend what he/she is learning and what he/she is applying. Learning rules in 

their native language and applying them in Foreign language is not an acceptable thing. 

Indeed, the rules can be taught by a teacher, practiced and improved by a student. This makes 

a big difference in a student while learning the non-native language without any influence of 

the native language. Native language also influences on pronunciation. Pronouncing the 

sounds properly in Foreign language should be learnt properly by a student.   

Problems faced by the students to learn Target Language: 

Students should not create an impression that learning target language is so easy when they 

have a good knowledge of their mother tongue. There are many issues faced by the students 

to learn their target language, in those one of the most important one is influence of mother 

tongue while learning target language. And other reasons like lack of exposure, poor in 

grammar, pronunciation, etc... Actually, most of the students faced these because of their 

medium and they are not getting chance to adopt the language in such a way they can 

improve vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation. Most of them will be thrown in a situation 

that at a stretch they should learn many things after their schooling. And they will be getting 

confused in such a way how to cope up with the situation and adopt a wrong way of learning 

his/her Target language.  

Fear of learning language: 

“Courage is resistance of fear, mastery of fear – not absence of fear.”–Mark Twain   

Most of the students won’t be in a situation to know or to explore new things in the target 

language because of their incompetence and fear of learning a new language but, they will 

have a small desire of learning their target language. And the other reason for this is the  
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traditional classrooms which never give them such chance to explore. Here, in traditional 

classrooms a student tends to be a passive learner and the teacher won’t give a chance to 

them to think. There won’t be any chance of asking doubt also. So, they will be habituated 

with those situations and stick to an opinion that not to explore themselves related to Target 

language learning. Primary to graduation students who’s medium is their mother tongue start 

inculcating a habit of translating the target language from their mother tongue. It is very 

important to a student to understand that the translation of mother tongue to target language is 

not a proper way of using or learning. The rules of target language and the non-native 

language are different and difficult to adopt. Because of different vocabulary, grammar and 

pronunciation. 

Lack of Basic Knowledge: Another most important problem in students is lack of basic 

knowledge of native language because of their medium of learning. Not only that most of the 

students are from rural background and who’s knowledge is not up to the mark is facing 

problems. Pronunciation which takes an important place while learning the Foreign language 

won’t help a student when he/she tries to translate the native language to non-native 

language. Pronouncing few sounds are completely different from native to non-native 

languages. Linguistics is a vast subject and is very difficult to a student when he/she tries to 

translate it. A deeper knowledge on vocabulary is needed. Grammar rules need to be learnt. 

Most of the students from Primary level itself should inculcate a habit of exploring 

vocabulary to reach a different level in knowledge and skills. They should overcome that fear 

of learning language. And learn it in enthusiastic way.  

Methods to adopt in learning target language: 

In olden times students learnt language as passive learners. Teachers help them in learning 

language using Grammar translation method. Using Native language and translate the rules 

into Foreign language is one of the methods to learn this Target language. Here teacher used 

both the languages while teaching. Habituate teaching in both languages which makes the 

students thrown in a big ocean of language and he/she was not be in a situation to come out 

from it. It is a big drawback to student while learning language. Language labs are very much 

needed to the students to learn pronunciation in a proper way. Native language influence 

while producing few sounds like /r/ example pronunciation of /r/ in perfect, paper and other  
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words produced by the students in a wrong way, as they do not know the transcription of 

those words.  

Virtual Teaching:  

Virtual teaching also helps them in learning language in virtual way which gives a student a 

better understanding on foreign language. More exposure on language from basic level of a 

student is needed. It is also important to a student to understand the importance of learning 

this language without any interference of his/her mother tongue. Audio-visual aids also help 

the students to learn non-native language in a perfect way. They will overcome their fear of 

learning this language. Sometimes students feel shy to converse with the people as they don’t 

have a proper knowledge on language. Using PPT s, different videos related to mother tongue 

influence, Computer aided language labs, all these help a student to learn. Vigorous practice 

of vocabulary is also needed. This method even helps the facilitator to approach a student in a 

proper way and also helps them to guide them in perfect way. 

By guiding the students in right path: 

Teachers part is also very important here. Teacher should guide them in a proper way so, that 

they can explore themselves in the process of learning foreign language. The teaching of 

English from fundamentals is different from teaching English using native language. It is 

therefore, teaching language by using different simple methods which are effective and 

helpful. proposed that teachers English as a second language, no matter where they teach, and 

should follow some easy teaching methods to avoid possible language problems and to 

exclude the possibilities of language barrier. It is important to a facilitator to understands 

students’ level and should use those methods. Teacher should adopt Audio Lingual method 

where teacher focus on listening and speaking. It is a mechanical method where student 

practice using drilling and memorization methods. 

Main Principles of learning Language: 

Student should understand that language is just a medium through which one can express 

one’s ideas, thoughts and feelings.  

 Aims of learning Foreign language 

 Ability to understand the speaker”s language. 

 Ability to read along with understanding. 
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 Development of creating skills. 

 Ability to understand the proper pronunciation of each sounds. 

Principle of exercise:  

Drilling plays an important role in language learning. Any learning if it is continuously 

repeated gets imprinted in their minds. 

Principle of Student-centered method: 

It is important of making students-centered class rooms to give proper knowledge to them. 

Student should feel the language familiar environment so that they could get more 

opportunities to listen and speak. Motivation is another important aspect in language learning 

particularly in second language. English resources and text books should be taken into 

consideration. In language learning speaking, listening, reading, writing and correct 

pronunciation is also needed.  

Oral Practice method: 

Oral Practice method emphasizes on oral practice. Application of grammar is more. Students 

main focus will be on Target Language. Student role will be active. Student can correct 

himself/herself. Mostly tools will be used to make the teaching learning in a formal way. 

Activity based teaching also helps a student to learn language in a proper way.  

 

Conclusion: 

● Developing positive attitude towards the language is needed 

● Concentrate more on accurate learning of language. 

● Applying methods in a proper way to learn the language in an effective way. 

● Development of a great level of competence without any incompetence. 

● A proper way of pronouncing sounds with a good knowledge on them. 

● A good explore of vocabulary and vigorous practice of words needed. 
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