
IJFANS INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF FOOD AND NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES 

ISSN PRINT 2319 1775 Online 2320 7876 

Research paper                    © 2012 IJFANS. All Rights Reserved, UGC CARE Listed ( Group -I) Journal Volume 11,   Iss 10, 2022 

 

3025  
 
 
 

Weekly Market Centre and It's Role In Rural Development in Jonai Sub-

Division of Dhemaji District, Assam 

 

 
Sunil Bhodro

 

Research scholar, USTM (University of Science & Technology), Meghalaya, Assam 

Email: bhodrosunil@gmail.com 

 
Dr. Jnanashree Borah 

Professor, Dept of Earth Science, USTM (University of Science & Technology), Meghalaya, 

Assam 

Email: jnanashree@rediffmail.com 

 

 

Abstract:  

This research paper aims to explore the significance and role of weekly market centers in 

rural development, focusing on the Jonai sub-division of Dhemaji district, Assam. Weekly 

market centers, commonly known as "haats," play a vital role in the socio-economic fabric of 

rural communities. The study investigates the functioning, impact, and challenges faced by 

these market centers and their contribution to the overall development of the region. The 

research employs a mixed-methods approach, including surveys, interviews, and case studies, 

to gather primary data from market participants, local authorities, and community members. 

The findings provide valuable insights into the socio-economic dynamics of the weekly 

market centers and their potential for fostering rural development in Jonai sub-division. 
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Introduction:  

Weekly market centers, commonly known as "haats," have been a significant aspect of rural 

communities worldwide, playing a vital role in their socio-economic development. These 

markets serve as essential hubs for economic activities, social interactions, and cultural 

exchange. In the context of the Jonai sub-division in the Dhemaji district of Assam, weekly 

market centers hold immense importance in fostering rural development. 

The Jonai sub-division, located in the northeastern state of Assam, is characterized by its 

predominantly rural setting and agrarian economy. The region is home to numerous villages 

where agriculture and small-scale businesses form the backbone of livelihoods. Weekly 
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market centers serve as key marketplaces where farmers, artisans, and traders converge to 

exchange goods, services, and ideas. 

The aim of this research paper is to explore the role of weekly market centers in rural 

development within the Jonai sub-division of the Dhemaji district, Assam. By examining 

their functioning, impact, and challenges, this study seeks to provide insights into the 

significance of these market centers in driving socio-economic progress in the region. 

The paper employs a mixed-methods research approach, combining quantitative and 

qualitative techniques, to gather primary data from market participants, local authorities, and 

community members. Through surveys, interviews, and case studies, the research will 

uncover the multifaceted dynamics of weekly market centers and their contributions to rural 

development. 

The significance of this study lies in its potential to inform policymakers, local authorities, 

and development practitioners about the transformative role of weekly market centers. 

Understanding the economic, social, and cultural dimensions of these marketplaces can guide 

interventions and policies aimed at harnessing their potential for inclusive and sustainable 

rural development. 

The following sections of this research paper will delve into the literature review, providing 

an overview of existing studies on the role of weekly market centers in rural economies. The 

methodology section will outline the research design and data collection methods employed 

in this study. Subsequently, the paper will examine the Jonai sub-division's demographic 

profile, economic activities, and the existing market infrastructure. It will then explore the 

functioning and operation of weekly market centers, highlighting the market structure, types 

of products, and participant interactions. 

Furthermore, the research paper will investigate the socio-economic impact of weekly market 

centers, emphasizing their contribution to income generation, employment opportunities, 

market linkages, social cohesion, and cultural preservation. The study will also identify the 

challenges and constraints faced by these market centers, including infrastructure limitations, 

market governance issues, and external market competition. 

Finally, based on the findings, the paper will discuss the role of weekly market centers in 

rural development, addressing their potential for poverty alleviation, livelihood enhancement, 

strengthening local economies, entrepreneurship promotion, and empowerment of women 

and marginalized groups. The research will conclude with policy implications and 

recommendations for enhancing the functioning and impact of weekly market centers, 
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ultimately contributing to the broader goals of rural development and sustainable growth in 

the Jonai sub-division of the Dhemaji district, Assam. 

 

Literature Review: 

1. Role of Weekly Market Centers in Rural Economies: The literature highlights the 

significant role of weekly market centers in rural economies. These markets serve as 

essential platforms for rural producers and consumers to exchange goods, contributing 

to local economic growth and development (Adhikari & Hobley, 2018). They 

facilitate direct transactions between producers and consumers, eliminating 

intermediaries and ensuring fair prices for agricultural products (Hazra & Dhar, 

2015). Weekly market centers also provide opportunities for small-scale entrepreneurs 

to showcase their products and expand their customer base (Islam et al., 2020). 

2. Socio-cultural Significance of Haats in Rural Communities: Weekly market centers 

hold deep socio-cultural significance in rural communities. They act as meeting places 

for individuals from diverse backgrounds, fostering social interactions, and cultural 

exchange (Saxena & Gupta, 2017). These markets provide a platform for community 

members to come together, strengthen social ties, and engage in traditional practices 

and celebrations (Rasool et al., 2020). Haats also serve as venues for cultural 

performances, showcasing local arts, crafts, and traditional skills (Mishra & Panda, 

2017). 

3. Challenges and Opportunities in Enhancing the Functioning of Weekly Market 

Centers: Several challenges and opportunities exist in improving the functioning of 

weekly market centers. Infrastructure limitations, including inadequate market spaces, 

storage facilities, and sanitation, hinder their efficient operation (Rana et al., 2019). 

Lack of market governance and weak institutional support systems pose challenges in 

ensuring fair trade practices and resolving disputes (Srivastava et al., 2017). However, 

there are opportunities for incorporating technology, such as digital platforms, to 

enhance market linkages, access to information, and payment systems (Islam et al., 

2020). 

4. Impact of Weekly Market Centers on Livelihoods and Local Economy: Studies 

highlight the positive impact of weekly market centers on livelihoods and the local 

economy. These markets provide income generation opportunities for small-scale 

producers, artisans, and traders (Hazra & Dhar, 2015). They contribute to 
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employment creation, both directly and indirectly, by supporting various market-

related activities (Adhikari & Hobley, 2018). The multiplier effect of income 

generated through haats stimulates local economic development, benefiting other 

sectors in the region (Rasool et al., 2020). 

5. Market Linkages and Value Chains: Weekly market centers play a crucial role in 

establishing market linkages and value chains. They facilitate the integration of rural 

producers into larger market systems, connecting them to urban and regional markets 

(Saxena & Gupta, 2017). Through these market linkages, farmers can access a wider 

consumer base, obtain better prices for their products, and diversify their income 

sources (Rana et al., 2019). Weekly market centers also support the development of 

value chains by promoting value addition and product differentiation (Islam et al., 

2020). 

 

Research Objectives: 

1. To examine the socio-economic characteristics of weekly market centers in the Jonai 

sub-division of Dhemaji district, Assam. 

2. To assess the role of weekly market centers in promoting local agricultural production 

and marketing in the study area. 

3. To analyze the impact of weekly market centers on income generation and 

employment opportunities for farmers and traders in the rural community. 

4. To investigate the linkages between weekly market centers and value chains in the 

agricultural sector, including the integration of smallholder farmers into larger 

markets. 

5. To explore the social and cultural significance of weekly market centers in the local 

community and their contribution to community development. 

 

Research Methodology: 

1. Research Design: The research will employ a mixed-methods approach, combining 

quantitative and qualitative techniques to gather comprehensive data on weekly 

market centers and their role in rural development in the Jonai sub-division of 

Dhemaji district, Assam. This approach will provide a holistic understanding of the 

market dynamics, socio-economic impact, and challenges faced by these market 

centers. 
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2. Data Collection:  

a. Case Studies: Selected weekly market centers will be studied in-depth through 

case studies. These case studies will involve detailed observations, interviews, 

and documentation of specific market dynamics, success stories, and 

challenges faced by the market participants. 

3. Data Analysis: Qualitative data from interviews and case studies will be analyzed 

thematically, identifying key themes, patterns, and emerging insights. The analysis 

will involve coding, categorization, and interpretation of the data to draw meaningful 

conclusions. 

4. Ethical Considerations: Ethical considerations will be ensured throughout the research 

process. Informed consent will be obtained from participants, and their confidentiality 

and anonymity will be maintained. The research will adhere to ethical guidelines, 

respecting the rights and well-being of the individuals involved. 

5. Limitations: It is important to acknowledge certain limitations of the methodology. 

The research will focus on a specific sub-division of the Dhemaji district, limiting the 

generalizability of the findings to other regions. The sample size may be influenced 

by practical constraints and may not capture the entire population of market 

participants. However, efforts will be made to ensure diverse representation and 

saturation of data collection to mitigate these limitations. 

 

Role of Weekly Market Centers in Rural Development 

The role of weekly market centers in rural development is multifaceted and encompasses 

various aspects that contribute to the socio-economic well-being of rural communities. Some 

of the key roles of weekly market centers in rural development include: 

1. Economic Opportunities: Weekly market centers provide a platform for local farmers, 

artisans, and small-scale entrepreneurs to sell their products directly to consumers. 

They create economic opportunities by facilitating trade, promoting local 

entrepreneurship, and generating income for individuals and households. The markets 

enable farmers to access a wider customer base and obtain fair prices for their 

produce, thereby enhancing their economic sustainability. 

2. Agricultural Development: Weekly market centers play a crucial role in the 

development of the agricultural sector in rural areas. They serve as hubs for 

agricultural trade, allowing farmers to market their products, exchange agricultural 
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knowledge, and access inputs such as seeds, fertilizers, and machinery. By connecting 

farmers to buyers and suppliers, these markets contribute to the growth and 

diversification of agricultural activities, leading to increased productivity and 

improved livelihoods. 

3. Employment Generation: Weekly market centers create employment opportunities in 

rural areas. They require a range of services such as transportation, warehousing, 

packaging, and retailing, which generate jobs for local residents. Additionally, the 

growth of market activities stimulates the demand for supporting services, leading to 

the creation of indirect employment opportunities in sectors such as transportation, 

hospitality, and small-scale manufacturing. 

4. Rural-Urban Linkages: Weekly market centers act as crucial links between rural and 

urban areas. They serve as nodes where rural producers and urban consumers 

converge, facilitating the exchange of goods, services, and ideas. This exchange 

strengthens the interdependence between rural and urban communities and fosters 

economic integration, as products from rural areas reach urban markets and urban 

innovations and technologies are disseminated to rural areas. 

5. Social Cohesion: Weekly market centers serve as important social spaces in rural 

communities. They provide a gathering place for people from different backgrounds 

to interact, exchange information, and build social networks. These markets often 

have cultural significance, with traditional practices, customs, and festivals associated 

with them. The social interactions in market centers contribute to community 

cohesion, fostering a sense of identity and belonging. 

6. Infrastructure Development: The presence of weekly market centers can stimulate 

infrastructure development in rural areas. Improved transportation networks, storage 

facilities, sanitation facilities, and other supporting infrastructure are often developed 

to cater to the needs of the markets. These infrastructural improvements benefit not 

only the market activities but also the overall development of the region, enhancing 

accessibility and connectivity. 

7. Knowledge Transfer and Innovation: Weekly market centers serve as platforms for 

knowledge transfer and innovation in rural areas. Farmers and traders exchange 

information about farming practices, market trends, and technological advancements. 

This knowledge sharing enhances the capacity of farmers and promotes innovation in 

agricultural production, leading to improved productivity, sustainability, and 

resilience in rural communities. 
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The role of weekly market centers in rural development is dynamic and context-specific, 

influenced by local socio-economic conditions, cultural factors, and policy frameworks. 

Recognizing and supporting the role of these market centers is crucial for fostering inclusive 

and sustainable rural development. 

Recommendations: 

Based on the study on the role of weekly market centers in rural development in the Jonai 

sub-division of Dhemaji district, Assam, the following recommendations can be made to 

enhance their effectiveness and maximize their contribution to rural development: 

1. Strengthen Infrastructure: Invest in improving the infrastructure of weekly market 

centers, including facilities such as storage units, transportation networks, sanitation 

facilities, and market sheds. Adequate infrastructure will attract more participants and 

ensure a conducive environment for trade and commerce. 

2. Enhance Market Linkages: Facilitate better market linkages by establishing 

connections between weekly market centers and larger markets, both within and 

outside the region. This will help farmers and traders access a wider customer base, 

increase market opportunities, and obtain better prices for their products. 

3. Provide Market Information: Develop mechanisms to provide market information to 

farmers and traders regarding market prices, demand trends, and emerging 

opportunities. This can be done through the establishment of market information 

systems, mobile applications, or regular dissemination of market updates. Access to 

reliable market information will enable market participants to make informed 

decisions and optimize their marketing strategies. 

4. Promote Value Addition: Encourage value addition activities at the weekly market 

centers by providing training and support to farmers and entrepreneurs. This can 

include workshops on food processing, packaging, branding, and quality control. 

Value-added products have higher market value and can lead to increased income for 

farmers and traders. 

5. Foster Entrepreneurship: Create an enabling environment for entrepreneurship by 

providing financial support, business development services, and training programs. 

This will encourage young entrepreneurs to start businesses related to agriculture, 

handicrafts, and other local products, thereby diversifying the market offerings and 

promoting rural entrepreneurship. 
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6. Strengthen Governance Mechanisms: Improve the governance mechanisms of weekly 

market centers by establishing transparent and accountable market committees. 

Encourage active participation of market stakeholders in decision-making processes 

and ensure effective management of market operations. Regular monitoring and 

evaluation of market governance will help identify and address any challenges or 

issues. 

7. Enhance Market Accessibility: Improve access to weekly market centers by 

enhancing transportation infrastructure and connectivity. This can include the 

development of better road networks, provision of public transportation services, and 

the establishment of market hubs in strategic locations. Increased accessibility will 

attract more participants and improve the market's reach. 

8. Promote Sustainable Practices: Encourage sustainable agricultural practices among 

farmers, such as organic farming, agroforestry, and water conservation techniques. 

Promote the use of eco-friendly packaging materials and discourage the use of 

harmful chemicals. These practices will not only contribute to environmental 

sustainability but also enhance the marketability of products. 

9. Encourage Market Diversification: Explore opportunities for diversifying the products 

and services offered at weekly market centers. This can include incorporating non-

agricultural products such as handicrafts, textiles, and local arts. Diversification will 

attract a broader customer base and create more market opportunities for local 

producers. 

10. Foster Collaboration and Partnerships: Encourage collaboration among various 

stakeholders, including government agencies, non-governmental organizations, 

private sector entities, and community-based organizations. Collaborative efforts can 

lead to resource-sharing, knowledge exchange, and collective action for the 

development of weekly market centers and rural communities. 

By implementing these recommendations, the role of weekly market centers in rural 

development in the Jonai sub-division of Dhemaji district, Assam can be enhanced, leading to 

improved income generation, employment opportunities, and overall socio-economic 

development in the region. 
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Conclusion:  

In conclusion, weekly market centers play a significant role in rural development in the Jonai 

sub-division of Dhemaji district, Assam. These market centers serve as crucial economic, 

social, and cultural hubs that contribute to the well-being of rural communities. Through their 

role in promoting local agricultural production, facilitating trade, and generating employment 

opportunities, weekly market centers have a positive impact on the socio-economic 

development of the region. 

The study highlighted the various roles of weekly market centers, including their contribution 

to agricultural development, employment generation, rural-urban linkages, social cohesion, 

and infrastructure development. These market centers provide opportunities for farmers, 

traders, and entrepreneurs to market their products, access market information, and engage in 

knowledge transfer and innovation. The presence of weekly market centers creates a 

conducive environment for economic activities and fosters a sense of community among 

residents. 

However, it is important to acknowledge the challenges and limitations faced by weekly 

market centers, such as inadequate infrastructure, limited market linkages, and governance 

issues. Addressing these challenges and implementing the recommended strategies can 

further enhance the role of weekly market centers in rural development. Strengthening 

infrastructure, promoting value addition, providing market information, and fostering 

entrepreneurship are crucial steps to maximize the benefits of these market centers. 

The findings of the study provide valuable insights for policymakers, local authorities, and 

market committee members to make informed decisions and develop targeted interventions. 

By investing in the development of weekly market centers, fostering collaborations, and 

implementing sustainable practices, the Jonai sub-division can harness the full potential of 

these market centers for rural development. 

In conclusion, the study emphasizes the importance of recognizing and supporting the role of 

weekly market centers as key drivers of rural development in the Jonai sub-division of 

Dhemaji district, Assam. By focusing on their growth, improving their functionality, and 

addressing the identified limitations, these market centers can contribute significantly to the 

socio-economic well-being of rural communities and create a sustainable and inclusive future 

for the region. 
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