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Abstract:  

The research study explores the literary legacy of Mary Ann Evans, renowned by the pen 

name George Eliot, a prominent figure in Victorian literature. Eliot's influential works have 

made a lasting impact on the realist tradition. The article is dedicated to probing the themes 

and stylistic nuances embedded in her notable novels, including Middlemarch, Adam Bede, 

and Silas Marner. Through a thorough analysis, the study aims to unveil the intricacies of 

Eliot's literary craftsmanship, shedding light on her substantial role in shaping nineteenth-

century realism. 
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Introduction 

Mary Ann Evans, writing under the pseudonym George Eliot, emerged as a prolific English 

novelist, poet, journalist, and translator during the Victorian era. Born in 1819, Eliot 

produced seven novels, each contributing to the rich tapestry of English literature. This 

research study focuses on exploring the underlying themes and stylistic elements in her 

works, particularly Middlemarch, Adam Bede, and Silas Marner. 

 

Research Design: 

The themes of social realism and moral complexity allow Eliot to mirror the societal changes 

and ethical challenges of the Victorian era (Goslee, 2002). Her works serve as a reflection of 

the complex and evolving nature of society during this transformative period.  By exploring 

feminism and challenging traditional gender roles, Eliot critiques the restrictive norms  
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imposed on women in Victorian society. Her narratives become a vehicle for advocating 

gender equality and highlighting the struggles faced by women in a patriarchal context.Mary 

Ann Evans used themes to create rich, layered narratives that not only captured the essence of 

Victorian society but also delved into timeless aspects of the human experience, making her 

works enduring and universally relevant. 

 

Themes in Mary Ann Evans' (George Eliot) Works: 

1. Social Realism: 

The theme of social realism is observed through Eliot's meticulous depiction of society in her 

works. In Middlemarch, for instance, the detailed exploration of the fictional town serves as a 

canvas reflecting the broader Victorian society. The characters' interactions, the impact of 

industrialization, and the portrayal of social classes provide a mirror to the challenges and 

complexities of the time. 

Adam Bede similarly observes the theme through its focus on rural working-class life. Eliot 

uses the narrative to unveil the social hierarchy and the struggles of those on the fringes of 

society. The depiction of characters like Adam Bede encapsulates the challenges faced by the 

working class amidst the transformative forces of industrialization. 

In Silas Marner, the theme is observed through the lens of alienation and economic 

upheavals. The portrayal of the protagonist's solitary life and the erosion of communal bonds 

underscores the broader societal changes brought about by industrialization. 

2. Moral Complexity: 

The observation of moral complexity is a recurrent feature in Eliot's works. In 

Middlemarch, characters such as Dorothea Brooke navigate intricate moral dilemmas, 

challenging the conventional notions of morality prevalent in Victorian society. The choices 

made by the characters and the consequences they face serve as a reflection of Eliot's belief in 

the nuanced nature of human decisions. 

Adam Bede explores moral complexity through personal relationships and societal 

expectations. The novel questions the rigid moral standards of the time, presenting characters 

facing complex ethical choices. Eliot delves into the aftermath of moral transgressions, 

emphasizing the enduring consequences and the potential for redemption. 
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Silas Marner portrays moral complexity through the transformation of its titular 

character. The novel scrutinizes the protagonist's journey from isolation to compassionate  

fatherhood, illustrating Eliot's exploration of personal morality and the potential for profound 

change. 

3. Feminism and Gender Roles: 

Eliot's observation of feminism and gender roles is evident in her characterization and 

narrative choices. In Middlemarch, the feminist theme emerges through characters like 

Dorothea Brooke, who challenges traditional gender roles. The novel critiques the limitations 

imposed on women in Victorian society, advocating for female agency and independence. 

Adam Bede subtly critiques gender norms through strong female characters like Hetty 

Sorrel. The narrative explores the challenges these characters face in a society with rigid 

gender expectations, contributing to Eliot's broader feminist themes. 

Silas Marner features resilient female characters like Eppie, subtly challenging traditional 

gender roles. While not overtly feminist, Eliot portrays women as agents of change and 

strength within the narrative. 

4. Psychological Realism and Character Complexities: 

Observation of psychological realism is a hallmark of Eliot's writing. In Middlemarch, 

the detailed portrayal of characters' inner thoughts and motivations provides readers with a 

profound understanding of human nature. The exploration of relationships and personal 

aspirations reflects Eliot's commitment to portraying the intricacies of the human psyche. 

Adam Bede presents characters with multifaceted personalities, revealing their flaws 

and virtues. Eliot's exploration of psychological complexities, seen in characters like Arthur 

Donnithorne and Dinah Morris, adds depth to the narrative, offering readers a nuanced view 

of human behavior. 

Silas Marner showcases Eliot's exploration of character development and 

psychological realism through the transformation of its protagonist. The examination of past 

traumas and their impact on personal growth illustrates Eliot's mastery in portraying the 

complexities of the human psyche. 

 Stylistic Features Analysis: 

 “Miss Brooke had that kind of beauty which seems to be thrown into relief by poor dress. Her 

hand and wrist were so finely formed that she could wear sleeves not less bare of style than  
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those in which the Blessed Virgin appeared to Italian painters; and her profile as well as her 

stature and bearing seemed to gain the more dignity from her plain garments” (Eliot, 1859). 

Miss Brooke's beauty in George Eliot's "Middlemarch" offers a nuanced portrayal that 

transcends conventional notions of attractiveness. Eliot immediately establishes that Miss 

Brooke possesses a unique beauty that is not contingent on elaborate attire but is, in fact, 

accentuated by simplicity. The phrase "thrown into relief by poor dress" implies an intrinsic 

and natural allure that shines independently of material adornment. The detailed attention to 

her finely formed hand and wrist, along with the comparison to the depictions of the Blessed 

Virgin in Italian paintings, introduces a subtle religious and artistic reference, elevating the 

description beyond mere aesthetics. The choice of "plain garments" is deliberate, suggesting 

that her beauty is not diminished by modesty but, rather, is associated with a timeless purity 

and genuineness. The assertion that her "profile as well as her stature and bearing seemed to 

gain the more dignity from her plain garments" underscores the idea that there is a dignified 

grace in simplicity. The use of religious imagery adds a layer of cultural richness, implying a 

timeless and classical beauty that transcends the contemporary setting of the novel. In this 

passage, Eliot masterfully weaves together detailed physical description and symbolic 

elements to convey a beauty that extends beyond the superficial, offering a nuanced and 

layered portrayal of Miss Brooke. 

George Eliot's employment of realism in her novels significantly impacts the portrayal 

of human experiences, enriching her narratives with authenticity, depth, and a nuanced 

understanding of societal dynamics. Her commitment to realism is evident in the detailed 

depiction of everyday life, social structures, and the intricacies of human relationships.  

Eliot's novels, such as "Middlemarch" and "Adam Bede," are notable for their meticulous 

depiction of societal structures and norms. By providing a detailed canvas of the fictional 

towns and villages, she captures the diverse layers of Victorian society. This commitment to 

portraying the nuances of class distinctions, economic disparities, and cultural dynamics 

allows readers to immerse themselves in the lived experiences of various social strata. 

 

Discussion:  

The research design for exploring the themes and stylistic features in George Eliot's 

works involves a comprehensive analysis of social realism, moral complexity, feminism and  
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gender roles, psychological realism, and character complexities. This design aims to 

investigate how Eliot's narrative choices and themes mirror the societal changes and ethical  

challenges of the Victorian era. The study details the enduring relevance of Eliot's works by 

examining their exploration of timeless aspects of the human experience. 

Conclusion 

The research study provides a nuanced understanding of the themes and stylistic features in 

the works of Mary Ann Evans (George Eliot). By exploring the intricacies of her novels, 

particularly Middlemarch, Adam Bede, and Silas Marner, this study contributes to the 

ongoing scholarly discourse surrounding Eliot's literary legacy. Her exploration of societal 

complexities, moral dilemmas, and innovative narrative techniques solidify Eliot's place as a 

literary giant in the Victorian era and beyond.In conclusion, the research design incorporates 

both thematic and stylistic analyses to comprehensively explore George Eliot's works. By 

unraveling the intricacies of social realism, moral complexity, feminism, gender roles, 

psychological realism, and character complexities, the study aims to provide a nuanced 

understanding of Eliot's literary contributions and the enduring relevance of her works. 
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