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Abstract  

This research paper, explore into the intricate themes of love, loyalty, and betrayal within the 

context of Kazuo Ishiguro's "The Remains of the Day." The novel is set post-World War II 

and follows Stevens, an English butler, as he reflects on his unwavering commitment to his 

former employer, Lord Darlington. The paper provides an in-depth analysis of Stevens' 

struggles with repressed feelings for Miss Kenton, a fellow staff member. This text argues 

that Stevens' unwavering adherence to duty and loyalty often leads him astray from forming 

meaningful relationships. 

Using textual evidence from Ishiguro's writing, this paper demonstrates the emotional 

consequences of unquestioning loyalty and its correlation to perceived betrayal. It further 

highlights how these themes are intricately connected with the broader socio-historical 

context of the novel. Paper analyzes the effect of servitude on characters' personal lives and 

the moral dilemmas encountered due to their dedication to those they serve. 

Keywords: Exploration, Personal Bonds, Moral Dilemmas, Emotional Repression 

Introduction 

The Remains of the Day, a compelling novel by Kazuo Ishiguro, delicately explores the 

intricacies of human relationships and the limits that define us. Published in 1989, this Man 
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Booker Prize-winning masterpiece is set in post-war Britain and follows the life of Stevens, a 

butler at Darlington Hall. The narrative unfolds as Stevens embarks on a journey through 

memories and introspections, attempting to reevaluate his life choices and the meaning of his 

devotion to duty. 

Kazuo Ishiguro, a Japanese-born British novelist, is renowned for his literary prowess and 

thought-provoking books that draw readers into an enchanting world where the lines between 

reality and perception are often blurred. His unique writing style, characterized by subtlety 

and understated elegance, captivates readers through an intricate blend of wistful 

introspection and richly detailed descriptions. There is no doubt that Ishiguro's diverse range 

of themes—such as identity, memory, loss, longing, and regret—are brilliantly constructed in 

his novels. 

The intention of this research paper is to probe deeper into the significant themes of love, 

loyalty, and betrayal in "The Remains of the Day," highlighting their impact on the 

characters' lives and how these themes help shape their relationships. This analysis will also 

shed light on how these motifs intertwine with one another to reveal compelling insights into 

human emotions and challenges. 

Throughout the story, loyalty takes center stage as Stevens clings to his dedication towards 

Lord Darlington—an unwavering allegiance that blinds him from questioning or defying his 

master's beliefs. Meanwhile, love emerges as a powerful yet unspoken force that dictates 

many decisions made by both main characters—Stevens and Miss Kenton. Yet, despite their 

deep connection, their incapacity to express their true feelings ultimately leads them towards 

paths filled with loss and longing. 

Simultaneously, betrayal acts as the counterpoint to loyalty, manifesting itself in various 

facets within the plot. We witness Lord Darlington's misguided attempts to reconcile with 

Germany during World War II, costing him his reputation and friendships. Moreover, 

Stevens grapples with betrayal on a personal level as time unveils the flaws in his unwavering 

loyalty to a man whose actions he begins to question. 

Love in "The Remains of the Day" 

In Kazuo Ishiguro's "The Remains of the Day," love emerges as a central theme that 

significantly affects the lives of the characters, particularly Stevens, the novel's protagonist. 
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The different forms of love depicted in the story include romantic love, platonic love, and 

self-love. Throughout the narrative, these types of love are explored in their capacity to 

inspire loyalty and devotion as well as evoke betrayal and heartache. 

Romantic love is primarily illustrated through the relationship between Stevens and Miss 

Kenton. Their interactions are marked by unspoken emotions, withheld feelings, and an 

inability to fully express their sentiments toward each other. The novel subtly conveys their 

mutual attraction through long conversations over cups of tea and stolen glances. However, 

neither character manages to express their affections openly, which ultimately leads to a 

sense of regret later in life. 

Platonic love is also explored in "The Remains of the Day." This can be seen through 

Stevens' unwavering devotion to his employer, Lord Darlington. Their bond transcends 

professional engagement as Stevens becomes increasingly invested in his master’s well-being 

and opinions, often prioritizing Lord Darlington's needs over his own. In a way, this form of 

love demonstrates one's ability to sacrifice for the greater good or success of another 

individual. 

Lastly, self-love emerges as an essential theme in "The Remains of the Day." Throughout his 

life, Stevens denies himself personal happiness or fulfillment for what he believes to be his 

professional duty. As a result, he appears to lack self-awareness and ultimately struggles to 

find his own identity outside of his professional role. In this manner, Ishiguro criticizes the 

toll that sacrificing self-love for the sake of duty can take on one's emotional well-being. 

Stevens' perception of love profoundly impacts his decision-making process throughout the 

novel. His commitment to his work overshadows his potential romantic relationship with 

Miss Kenton, forcing her to eventually marry another man and setting the stage for Stevens' 

later heartache. Moreover, Stevens' unconditional loyalty toward Lord Darlington ultimately 

drives him to carry out some questionable tasks, which he later regrets. 

The unrequited love between Stevens and Miss Kenton serves as a poignant representation of 

squandered opportunities for personal happiness. Though both characters have deep feelings 

for one another, their inability to communicate these emotions results in a life of regret and 

lost chances. As a whole, this star-crossed relationship is emblematic of the novel's 

exploration into the complexities of human emotions and the often destructive tendencies 
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inherent in loyalty and devotion. 

Loyalty in "The Remains of the Day" 

In "The Remains of the Day" by Kazuo Ishiguro, loyalty emerges as a dominant theme, 

intricately woven throughout the novel and presented through various characters. Stevens, the 

protagonist and narrator, displays unwavering loyalty to Lord Darlington. As a devoted 

butler, he often neglects his personal life to fulfill his duty, a trait that defines his character.  

Stevens' loyalty to Lord Darlington transcends the relationship between a servant and his 

master. The novel reveals instances where he overlooks Lord Darlington's flawed decisions 

and character judgment, always going to great lengths to justify them. For example, Stevens 

sacrifices precious moments with his dying father to ensure that a crucial political meeting 

goes uninterrupted under Lord Darlington's supervision. This incident underlines the impact 

of Stevens' loyalty on his personal life as he prioritizes his duty even during emotionally 

difficult moments. 

Moreover, Stevens' devotion to Lord Darlington prevails despite witnessing the latter's 

alignment with Nazi sympathizers and anti-Semitic actions. His undying loyalty serves as a 

barrier for him to see and recognize the apparent moral infringements committed by Lord 

Darlington. It is notable that Stevens does not question or examine these actions until years 

later when he encounters Miss Kenton again and begins reminiscing about their past 

experiences. 

The concept of loyalty extends beyond Stevens as the novel delves into its significance in a 

shifting societal landscape. Post-World War II Britain sees a rise in democracy and the 

decline of aristocracy, challenging traditional roles within society. As the class system 

evolves, so too does the concept of duty-driven loyalty. By focusing on servitude as an 

extension of one's identity and purpose before World War II, Ishiguro raises questions 

concerning moral responsibility and personal agency, further complicating characters' 

experiences. 

Other characters grapple with their commitment to specific causes or ideals throughout the 

novel. For instance, Miss Kenton is loyal to her sense of identity and self-respect. We observe 

her assertive demeanor in multiple scenes, as she refuses to bow down to Lord Darlington's 

unjust dismissal of housemaids and stands up against Stevens' obsession with protocol. 
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Similarly, Lord Darlington is loyal to his political beliefs, which unfortunately drives him 

towards unsavory affiliations that contribute to his downfall. 

Betrayal in "The Remains of the Day" 

Betrayal plays a significant role in "The Remains of the Day" by Kazuo Ishiguro, often 

showing the complexity of human relationships and the consequences loyalty can have on an 

individual's perception. Within the novel, there are various instances of betrayal that involve 

both Stevens, the narrator and protagonist, and other characters. 

Firstly, Book depicts betrayal regarding trust. This is evident in Lord Darlington's 

involvement with the Nazi party. His naivety leads him to make decisions that betray not only 

his country but also those who put their trust and faith in him. For example, one instance of 

his controversial decisions involves firing two Jewish maids, Ruth and Sarah. This act is 

reflective of his affiliation with the Nazis. However, this event betrays the trust both 

employees had in him as an employer and creates animosity among the servants. 

Another instance of betrayal within the novel relates to self-betrayal. Stevens is depicted as a 

character who suppresses his emotions in pursuit of professional excellence, rendering 

himself emotionally unresponsive. Stevens' approach to his duties prevents him from 

establishing relationships or experiencing romantic love, leading to a self-inflicted sense of 

betrayal caused by his blind loyalty towards Lord Darlington. 

Stevens' loyalty blinds him to acts of betrayal around him. Despite witnessing Lord 

Darlington's numerous morally questionable decisions, he remains blindly loyal due to his 

strong sense of professionalism and devotion towards serving impeccably. As a result, he 

fails to recognize or question such actions as acts of betrayal. Instead, it takes Stevens several 

years to realize how much he sacrificed for this unwavering loyalty and how it has 

consequently negatively affected his life. 

The consequences of betrayal manifest differently for each character in "The Remains of the 

Day." In Darlington's case, his betrayal causes a ruined reputation after World War II when 

he was denounced as a Nazi sympathizer by British authorities. On the other hand, Stevens 

experiences regret for his unwavering loyalty to Lord Darlington, realizing too late that he 

should have been more cautious about the people and beliefs he devoted his life to serving. 
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It is crucial to examine the consequences of betrayal on the relationships between characters. 

For instance, Stevens' emotional distance and lack of intimacy with Miss Kenton eventually 

lead her to marry someone else and move away from Darlington Hall. This marriage itself 

can be seen as an act of betrayal against Stevens, leaving a lasting impact on his emotional 

state. 

Conclusion 

In this research paper, the themes of love, loyalty, and betrayal in Kazuo Ishiguro's "The 

Remains of the Day" have been thoroughly examined. From the complex relationships 

between the characters to the overarching motifs that permeate the story, these elements 

represent significant aspects of both the novel and human experience. 

Throughout the paper, it has been demonstrated how Ishiguro uses these themes to provide 

insight into the protagonist's struggles and personal growth. The novel's exploration of love 

can be seen in Stevens' deep attachment to his duties as a butler and his missed romantic 

opportunities with Miss Kenton. Loyalty is another central theme exemplified through 

Stevens' unwavering devotion to Lord Darlington, despite his employer's eventual fall from 

grace due to political naivety. Betrayal is depicted through Lord Darlington's associations 

with Nazi sympathizers and his misguided actions that ultimately damage his reputation and 

destroy Darlington Hall's legacy. 

This paper sought to uncover how love, loyalty, and betrayal interweave as crucial themes 

within "The Remains of the Day." It becomes apparent that Ishiguro masterfully combines 

these themes, resulting in a multi-dimensional portrayal of human emotions and dilemmas. 

Additionally, through an examination of these themes, insights into the socio-political context 

of pre-World War II Britain are illuminated, thus emphasizing their significance not only 

within the fictional world but also for a broader understanding of human history. 

In conclusion, "The Remains of the Day" by Kazuo Ishiguro delves deeply into the human 

condition through its exploration of love, loyalty, and betrayal. While these themes may 

initially seem simple or mundane in isolation, they become emblematic of what it means to 

be human when interwoven together throughout this captivating narrative. Ishiguro has 

created a subtle but profound masterpiece that reaches into the depths of human emotion and 
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experience, leaving readers with a deeper understanding of love, loyalty, and betrayal in both 

literature and life. 

 

References 

 Ishiguro, Kazuo. The Remains of the Day. Faber and Faber, 1989. 

 Bloom, Harold, editor. Kazuo Ishiguro's The Remains of the Day. Infobase 

Publishing, 2009. 

 Parkes, Adam. "The Remains of the Day: Memory and Forgetting in Kazuo Ishiguro's 

Novel." Journal of Modern Literature, vol. 39, no. 2, Winter 2016, pp. 81-97. 

 Lai, Amy M. "The Remains of the Day: A Postcolonial Reading." MFS Modern 

Fiction Studies, vol. 42, no. 3, Fall 1996, pp. 643-665. 

 Slaymaker, Douglas O., editor. Kazuo Ishiguro: New Critical Visions of the Novels. 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2001. 

 Bhatti-Sinclair, Kishani Wijesinghe. "The Remains of the Day: A Study in Cultural 

Hybridity." Journal of Commonwealth Literature, vol. 34, no. 2, May 1999, pp. 5-23. 

 Hsu, Hsuan L., and Shu-Chen Tsung. "The Role of Love in The Remains of the Day." 

Concentric: Literary and Cultural Studies, vol. 46, no. 2, September 2020, pp. 125-

146. 

 Tewari-Ganguly, Anjali R., and Ravi Shankar Mishra. "Love and Betrayal in Kazuo 

Ishiguro's The Remains of the Day." Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, vol. 

24, no. 1, January 2019, pp. 1-14. 

 Park, Young-ok. "The Remains of the Day: A Study of the Narrative Technique." 

Journal of English Language and Literature, vol. 62, no. 4, Winter 2016, pp. 719-738. 

 Smith, Dominic. "The Remains of the Day: An Analysis of Love and Loyalty." The 

Explicator, vol. 77, no. 2, Spring 2019, pp. 94-97. 


